
STEEL CITIES REGION, SCCA 

General Membership Meeting March 7th, 2018, at Tolorico’s in Monroeville 
 

Assistant Regional Executive Dave Heinz Paula Hawthorne called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 
There were some corrections to the distributed minutes from the last meeting. A motion (Rich/Mark C.) to 
approve the minutes with the corrections that were discussed passed 15-0-0.  
 
TREASURER: Mark Maehling 

We ended last month with $72,376.92 in the account. Expenses totaled 6558.09 and income was $$3626, for 
an ending balance of $69,444.83 

 
TRACK TRIALS And HILLCLIMB: Dave Merritt 

We have the contract for Fall Jefferson now, at the same rate as last year, $6600. The deposit is ready. 

The PHA meeting is this coming Saturday, March 10th. 
 

RALLY: Chuck Larouere 
We will host two National events April 29 and 30, starting at the Super 8 on 286 No other news. 

 

HISTORIAN: Don Baker 
Dick Scott was recognized in SportsCar for 60 years of membership in the November issue of SportsCar. Also in 

the same issue E. Paul Dickenson was recognized for 50 years. VIPs recognized were Jeff Hulme for 15+ days, 
Jeff Hutzelman for 25+ days, and Paula Hawthorne for 40+ days. SportsCar also recognized Justin Connors and 

Rick Beattie for their win of the 3-day National Rally in Alaska. 
We recently lost member Gary Bargerstock, who served as our Chief of Sound Control on January 22. He was 

66. Mark Albers’ wife Jackie passed on after a long illness on February 13th, and Bill Emery passed on February 

17th at the age of 80. 
Tony Phelps has been getting treatment for leukemia and is reported to be getting better. Tony is 80 now. 

Nick Engels, a Corvette racer from this area who moved away recently won the HP race at COTA in a Toyota 
MR2. He was a corporate pilot for Westinghouse, and worked for Bob Nagel. Jim Locke spent a couple of hours 

with him in Texas.  

 
MEMBERSHIP: Jeff Hutzelman 
We have 420 members in December, 411 in January, 402 In February, and we are now at 416. 
National has not been sending out renewal notices, So Jeff has been sending reminders. You can renew online. 

Our guest tonight, Sally, introduced herself. She is working on a Finnish nationality room at Pitt, and hopes to 

locate a Finnish rally driver. 
 

ROAD RACING REPORT: AJ Anselm 
We spent a while discussing the progress of Nelson Ledges toward reopening for racing. They have been 

inspected by SCCA, and given a list of improvements needed before approval is granted, and it does not look 
like they can do it in time, so there will be no SCCA events there in 2018. 

AJ presented the proposed budget for the Majors race. Our breakeven point is between 123 and 125 entries. So 

far this year, entries are down all over. Homestead was down 27%, Sebring down 24%, COTA was down 5% 
and Nola down 15%. Willow Springs has 138 entries so far. Entries for later races are low, but it is still very 

early. If our Majors doesn’t do well, we will have to look closely at our August event. Our Supps have been 
approved and are ready to be distributed. MotorsportsReg should open this weekend. 

 

ACTIVITIES: Paula Hawthorne for Kelsey  
There will be no problem in continuing our meetings here at Tolorico’s for the remainder of the year. 

 
SOLO REPORT:  

No one from Solo is here tonight. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Inventory – if you have any club property, please use Dave’s link (in his email to the Board) to enter it in the 
spreadsheet. 



Dave Merritt said that at the January meeting we discussed SCCA grant money, so he, Mike Ankas, and Dave 

Heinz submitted a request, but were turned down. However, they might give us some aid by granting us some 
sanction fee waivers. 

Bill Haus went to the PVGP with a request to purchase a printer for Timing and Scoring, and they gave us $400. 
Mike Connolly and Ted Sohier are working on a Steel Cities History booklet, and they might be calling YOU! 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
AJ received an email from a Jason Bueller who owns a transportation company. He offered us $100 to put a link 

on our website. Discussion of advertising followed. Jeff feels that, should we accept the offer, we need to fix a 
term. Dave feels we should decline, since the existing links are exclusive to Steel Cities Region members’ 

businesses. Geoff pointed out that our old newsletter, The Drift, offered ads. Perhaps we should have a section 
for paid ads. Links imply endorsement. Maybe we should offer Jason 6 months for his money, or perhaps we 

can have a sponsors page on the website. We could invite him to a meeting to discuss it. Maybe he would like 

an ad in the program? It was decided to table the whole issue until we contact him. 
Dave Merritt also told us that Mike Ankas is doing a documentary on the people who attend Hillclimbs to appear 

on RacePA. He also mentioned that SCCA has announced a Track Trials National program under Hayward 
Wagner. It would have no effect on us. The pilot will be in September, using timed pals on sections of a track. 

Paula Hawthorne offered info on the Majors. She sent the Chiefs of Specialty an email asking for a worker list 

with emergency contacts. This is important if they don’t sign up on MotorsportsReg. Please make up a signup 
form or list for Paula. She is working on her usual 3-column form to assign jobs like trophies, announcing radios 

etc. 
PIRC had a tower opening party by invitation, with 125 people attending. Registration will be there. We also get 

the VIP room. We will only get the dining area up on the hill. There was a discussion regarding access to the 
elevator and stairs and whether that would limit access to the VIP room. There might be life safety issues is 

stair and elevator access is restricted. AJ will check it out. 

Mark Connolly said that we need to improve communications in the event of meeting cancellations due to 
weather. Some people showed up in Greentree last month. All the BOD contacts are on the website, and they 

could call anyone if they don’t use Facebook. 
 

The 50/50 drawing awarded $47 to Jim Locke. 

 
A motion to adjourn passed 15-0-0 at 8:11 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 

 

 
 

 
Walt Matenkosky, Secretary, Steel Cities Region, SCCA 

 
 

 

 


