
STEEL CITIES REGION, SCCA 

General Membership Meeting August 3rd, 2016 at The Greentree Inn  
 

Regional Executive Paula Hawthorne called the meeting to order at 7:30PM 
A motion (Mike C/Haus) to approve the minutes of the July meeting as published passed 9-0-0. 
 

MEMBERSHIP: Jeff Hutzelman 
The current report covers two months. We have a total of 21 new members, and as of August first, 452 

members, up from 439 in June.  
 

RALLY REPORT: Les Walter 
7/31 was a BRMSCC covered bridge event that was really long. It started East of Washington, and ended at the 

airport. There were 11 cars, and they saw four covered bridges. 

 
SOLO REPORT: Alex Artayet 

7/10-11 was the PVGP School & Solo event. WE had 29 drivers, and donated $2567 to the charities. 
We also had a test & tune that went well, and we hope to improve it for next year. 

We hosted a National Match Tour event that attracted 121 drivers. They were impressed with us and with the 

facilities at PIRC. We cleared $1373. 
There is an event at PIRC Sunday 8/7 (#5) and 2 more in August. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Beth Anselm by proxy 

Copies of the report were distributed. The checkbook balance is $97,993.76 
 
ROAD RACING REPORT:  AJ Anselm by proxy 

Entries for the August madness are coming along quite nice. As of 8/2/16 we have 20 FST/FV Challenge cars. 
We have 101 entries for the Regional (125 as of today), with the two largest groups being Group 3 and Group 5 

with 40 and 34 cars respectively.  
Arrangements have been made with Pizza Joe for the Saturday night party. There will have to be a 24-hour call 

notice with total pizza count and types. Bill Haus will purchase beer, water and ice. 

Groups 2 and 7 are small, and we may move some faster cars from 3 to 7 and 2 to 4, but this will be a last-
minute decision. This would allow shortening the weekend by 20 to 30 minutes per day. 

 
TRACK TRIALS & HILLCLIMB REPORTS:  Dave Merritt 

Polish Mountain is this weekend, and there are 70 advance entries. 

Two weeks later, August 20-21 is Duryea with 110 entries. 
The sanction and entry are ready for Fall Shenandoah at Summit Point. 

There will be no Rose Valley event this year. 
 

HISTORIAN: Don Baker 
There was nothing published in SportsCar this month regarding our Region. 

9/2-3 in Bowling Green KY Donna Mae Mims will be inducted in to the Corvette Hall of Fame. Don Baker and 

John Walko and his wife plan to attend. Dave Williams from MD posted a picture of her on FaceBook. Ray 
Colbert says she was hot! 

 
Track Night in America – merchandise: 

Rick doesn’t know how much we sold, and said that we should keep 25% and send the rest of the stuff back. 

Next events are August 11 and September 12. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Walt has inventories from Vickie and the Coarse Crew, Solo is coming from Nick, and Jeff will contact hock for 

the Rally equipment. 
Storage: no news 

Insurance: tabled for now. 

 



NEW BUSINESS: 

As of yesterday, flagger count for the Regional is 11, and we need more people. Mike has a pace car, and Geoff 
is driving it, Some Ohio people are helping with Tech. 

Dean & Meredith Croucher will be celebrating their 30th anniversary at the Regional, and there will be a surprise 
for Dean. A motion (Mike C/Rocky) to buy them a cake passed 9-0-0. 

We are using Surveymonkey in the Tickler but it seems nobody noticed or responded, so we are resending it 

next week. We are asking for input regarding the annual banquet. The Events Center at PIRC costs around 
$600. How about Stratigo’s in Irwin? What time of Day? Glen Region gets a big turnout in the afternoon. Bill 

suggested that since our Region is having a good year financially, maybe we should subsidize. 
Ray Colbert brought up the communications problems we have been having with the radios at PIRC. It worked 

better at Schenley Park. He spoke with his cousin Corky and he thinks he could get the Ham operators to help 
at PIRC. He also suggested using Nextel walkie-talkie cell phones. Cell coverage is pretty good there. Dan 

McNally says there are not enough nets, and there would be too many people on the same channel. Even the 

PVGP Historics had better communications than The Majors race. We discussed the weird interference we 
encountered at Schenley Park. We discussed using Ham Operators at PIRC events. We need to talk to Barry 

Kaplan. He, Jeff, Corky and Donna had a discussion about communications after Schenley. 
PVGP: We’re done! We had 2 good weekends and a lot of happy drivers. This was our first year without VRG 

and nothing blew up. Mike C. thanked all the people who worked the school Thursday. 

Bob McDonald from NeOH asked if we still want to be a part of the Nelson Council if it is resurrected. The 
consensus was yes. The council was never dissolved, so technically the Region is still a member. 

Bob Borgo commented that on Sunday in Schenley the Coarse Crew did one heck of a job responding to the 
rollover before turn 9. The driver of the car was very complimentary, thanking them for rescuing him without 

doing any additional damage to his rare car. He donated $100 cash to The Crew in thanks. Walt expressed his 
gratitude and said that the money would be used for additional or replacement safety equipment. 

Rocky says that the City of Pittsburgh Fire Department is filing a protest about us using the Smithton VFD at 

Schenley Park. It is purely a turf war. We need to start looking for fire response equipment and crews such as 
the old Nelson Fire & Rescue for next year. Maybe use Facebook? 

Les asked if he should buy more shirts. No, the season is over. 
Bill Haus told us that Don Johnson is taking over as Chief of Grid. A motion (Bill/Mike C) to approve Don as 
Chief of Grid passed 9-0-0. 
Jeff H is disappointed with the number of Steel Cities members who are registered as workers for the Runoffs. 
Paula is having trouble using Motorsportsreg. 

A motion to adjourn (Mike C/Rocky) passed at 8:40PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted by 
 

 

 
 

Walt Matenkosky, Secretary, Steel Cities Region, SCCA 
 

 

 
 


